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THE THREE FRIENDS OF
VILAINE.
—————
AN EPISODE OF THE PRESENT WAR.
BY F. M. ¥. BERNE,

In the month of July of this last fateful
yoar, there did not exist a more tranquil,
sunny spot in all France than the little vil-
Iage of Vaux Vilaine. Very rural andiprimi-
tive it was, and the echoes from the great
tumultuous world without enme few and faint
among the green fields and purple vineyards,
where the birds sang so merrily and the snm-
mer winds sighed so softly through the rust-
ling trees.

It possessed several substantial farm-honses
among its hombler cottages, and a pretty
little church, served by an old ocure, who, in
his broad hat and black soutane, walked bre-
viary in hand from house to house, and was a
veritable father and friend to every man, wo.
man, and child in the place. The population
was entircly agricnltural, and the magnates of
the village were a few thriving Jfarmers, who
sent their sons to the cure for a few hours'
daily teaching, which gave them some intel.
lectunal advantages above the rest of the
Jeunesse of Vaux Vilaine, ,

Among these farmers' sons were threes
young men about the same age, who were for
some years nnder the good priest’s tuition,
and who had at that period of their boyhood

YAUX

contracted a friendship for each other, which |
they had preserved intact through the years |

that bad intervened since then.

Bunday, the 10th of July, 1870, was a glo-
rious summer day, but intensely hot, and
when the benediction servics, at which the
oure genemlly gave his people a little address,
was finally over that evening, these three
young men, Martel Lepelretier, Jules Desma-
rets, and Evariste Hossel, sanntered away to
& large tree which stood in a retired part of
the churchyard, and threw themselves down
under its spreading branches to enjoy the
soft evening air, while they conversed toge-
ther in free and happy confidence.

Now, their talk was of the future: it is not
often of anything else with most of us in
those bopeful daysof youth, when the un-
known life is full of ifolcicm pessibilities, and
no shadow from failure or disappointment
bas dimmed the sunshine which expectant
fancy sheds on all that is to come,

“*How gloomy the hon pere was in his sor-
mon to-night !" said Martel, a stalwart youth,
with blue eyes and curling fair hair, and a
bright, frank expression of face; ‘‘he could
talk of nothing but the uncertainty of life,
and the necessity of preparing ourselves for
all sorts of possible trials and troubles. M«
foi/ 1 see no uncertainty in it, and I do not
anticipate any trials, My fate is settled for
me, and I am very well contented with it."

“I should think so, indeed!" said Jules,
who was tall and slender, with Lkeen dark
eyes, and a look of great intelligence and
vivacity. *“*Who wouFd wish anything better
than to bave that gentills Vevette for fiancee,
and the prettiest farm in Vaux Vilaine for

our honie and possession; your father gives

8 home up to you when you marry, does he
not?"

‘‘Yes, he means to retire to my grand-
father's old house, and leave me to manage
the farm, and you shall see what success I
mean to have. I have some famous plans,
which will astonish all our eld farmers not
a little, I expect,”

“‘And your wedding is to be on All Saints'
day, is it not ?"

‘*Yes, on the 1st of November, without
fail. T wanted it sooner, but Vevette's
mother declared she ocould not possibly,
before that date, get ready the fine store
of linen she mears to give us for our new
menage.”

“In the meantime you see Vevette every
day, 80 you are not much to be pitied, mon
ama.

*‘No, indeed, nor you either, for the matter
of that, Monsieur Jules, I suppose you will
be off to your uncle a8 soon as my marriage
is over.”

“That I shall! Paris! Paris!"” exclaimed
Jules, starting up, and taking a flying leap
over the nearest grave, as an outlet to the
excitement which the very name of the gay
capital woke in him. *'I promised to dance
at your noce, Martel, so I will wait for that,
but I do not stay here a day after it. My
uncle said I might come in November, and
he will have the homor of receiving me on
the 2d of that month,"

‘I it true that he means to make you his
heir?”

‘*So he Lints, and he is rich. Ah! delight-
fully rich; he is a horse-dealer, you know,
and he gets guineas without number from the
Milors Anglais, who come to Paris for their
amusement. I shall have horses to ride when-
ever I please; that is the glorious part of it.
I am to teke them out for exercise, and I
sball take good care they have enough of
that, I prowise you,"” and Jules looked at his
friends with a roguish smile.

*It is a pleasant prospect, I must say,” re-
plied Martel. **Well! the cure had surely no
need to talk to us of the trials and miseries of
life—unless you have reason to auticipate
them, Evariste,” he added, turning to the
third young man, who had not yet spoken.

Evariste was smaller and more delicately
made thau either of his companions, and had
very refined features and soft hazel eyes,
which were shaded with a certain pensiveness
that bardly amounted to melancholy; as he
turned to Martel a peouliarly sweet smile lit
up bis face.

“No," he anawered, *‘‘I have no fears, nor
any special plans formed for life; but I have
day-dreaws, ' he added, in a lower tone,

“*Alh! let us, hear them, then," execlaimed
Jules. ‘‘You are somewhat poetic, Evariste,
mon ami, and Korhlps you mean to go about
the couvtry like a troubadour, winnieg the
hearts of all the fair ladies with your sweet

songs.’
E%r'uiste shook his head, smiling, but did
not answer. ‘ o
“‘Uome, tell us what your ambition is,
paid Martel; *I am sure you have some great

I long, Ilnppiallu with Vevette, lien entendu,
It would pleasant enongh to know that
one’s name wonld be honered by posterity;

but let me take my plensure out of existence
first."

‘But, Martel,” said Evariste, ‘it is not in
old sge, for the moat part, that we can make

A anerifice. Life has come Lo an end by that
time anybow."
‘Sacrifice! old age! death!"” exclaimed

Jules; “why, Evariste, you are worse than
the cure, with your gloomy ideas; but happily
they are only ideas after all. With all these
fine sentiments, mon ami, I think I know
pretty well what will be Four fate—you will
be a bon pere de famille, like your father be-
fore yon. Do you think I did not observe
Leonie Michen's pretty blue eyes glancing
your way all through Benediotion this even-
ing? And you love her, Evariste, You need
rot deny it."

‘I do not wish lo deny it," he answerad
quietly. *‘I dov love her better than my life.
Still I think I could give up love, with life, if
I were chosen by Heaven to be a hero or a
marlyr."”

“Dut if you are not so chosen, which does
not geem likely in these commonplace times,

heme."”
u“Yon will moek youselves of me if I deo

tell you,” aaid Evariste, while a faint tinge
of color spread over his face.
“'No! no!" they both exclaimed,
d we?”
aha‘;!ou‘:now you are far more learned than
either of us,” said Jules; *‘we never studied

““‘why

as you did in the old days when the oure la- |

bored 5o bard to bammer & little knowledge
into our brains.
}:r over our hmg: ‘:;l
‘l?"'l:uu‘l': E:ild“ Evaniste, somewhat reluc.
tantly. '“1 omly want to do something for
my fellow-oreatures hefpra I leave the world.
I do not want to live just to wuzuse myself,
d then die to be forgotten, 1 should like
::gonuw the example of tbe lLeroes of c_:i]d
who died for their country; or, better sti :
{ the martyrs who died for Christ. And
;-:u faoe became flushed with a glow of enthu-

‘l:ur dreams. Coms!
m,"

" " i i ich wonld not
& / is an idea whi
hm%; ::‘:ne said Jules, *'1 prefer to

live." Ljeot to die a glorious
i Lign  te  doLA

I dare say you have flown |

| Msyor, and made s requisition of food and

you will marry Leonie and rock the baby's
cradle in dne conrse, will you not?” said
Jules, looking at him langhingly.

“I dare say I shall," he answered with a
bright smile, “‘and be thankful enough that
I was allowed to be happy in life, insteand of
glorious in death,"

“*Sol we are all three rrnvided for, in spite
of the cure,” said Martel, *‘ef pas mal, I must
say;" and after a little more conversation on
indifferent subjects, the three friends sepa-
rated, and walked awny to their different
homes.

A few more days—during which the birds
still sung among the sunlit trees, and the
grapes ripened on the vines, and the inhabit-
ants of Vaux Vilaine went to and fro in happy
security and talked of the prospeots of the
barvest as the most important subject in the |
world—and then the pastoral quiet of even
that most peaceful home was awfully broken
by the stunning thunders of the great war
news, which alF knew to be, in trath, the
death-knell of thousands npon thousands of
the bravest hearts in France,

Was there a spot in all that fair and plea-
gant country, however secluded and remote,
to which the dreadful tidings failed to bring
angnish and terror, even before a shot had
been fired or a single life sacrificed? Surely
not one; and Vaux Vilaine was no exception,
though, for the first two months, the tide of
war rolled far away from ita green fields and
tranguil homes. But there was scarcely a
femily who had not & relation with the army;
and day after day brought tidings whioh told
uf beloved faces that would be seen no more
—of national disasters, and heroic gelf-devo-
tion that courted death, but failed to retricve
the terrible disgrace.

Jules, Martel, and Evariste had each a
brother in the army, but they themselves, for
various reasons, had as yet been held exempt,
greatly to their indignation and aonoyance;
for even the special ties which bound Mar.
tel and Evariste to the homes that held
Vevette and Leonie did not prevent them
feeling quite as strongly as Jules did the
burning desire to throw their young lives
into the balance, and help to turn the secale
in favor of their beautiful and unfortunate
France, in whose ultimate suocess and glory
they could not cease to believe, in face of the
worst reverses,

Still, though there were lamentation and
dirquiet in Vaux Vilsine, and many a signifi-
cant notice on the church door asking the
fanithful, of their charity, to pray for the soul
of some brave soldier lying in his last cold
gleep on the blood-drenched soil of Woerth
or Weissenburg, yet the ordinary life of the
villagers went on much as usual; no one pre-
vented them from continuing their accus-
tomed employments; the harvest and vintage
were galhered in with a little additional toil
becanse the numbers of the men who re-
wained to accomplish that pleasant task wera
go much fewer than they had ever been be-
fore. And the domestic events in the vari-
ous families proceeded as they had ever done;
cbildren were christened, young maidens
given in marriage, and old men peacefully
buried, whose last sigh had been for their
dear and fair Franee, so sorely worsted in the
gigantic conflict,

Awmong other plans which had undergone
no alteration, the marrisge of Martel was still
to take yplace on the day originally fixed; but
he and Vevette were not alone in their happi-
ness now. Evariste and Leonie were to be
upited on the same day; and Jules often de-
clared that of the three he was the only vie-
tim of the war, as it was, to say the least, very
doubtful whether he would be able to join his
uncle in the besieged capital at the time he
proposed: though, with the irrepressible
buoyancy and coufidence of a Frenchman, he
declsred that Trochu and his brave soldiers
would have broken through the Prussian lines,
spd utterly ronted the enemy loog before No-
vember came,

After the investment of Paris had taken
place, however, the sorging waves of the
great combat that was flooding France began
to draw nearer and nearer to Vanx Viluine.

Prossian troops, hasteuing down to join
the besieging army, constantly passed quite
close to tﬁa village. Ocecasionally some of the
nondescript stragglers who followed in the
rear wonld make s raid upon the little shops
in the main street, and carry off all they counld
lay their hands upon. This exasperated the
peasants, already furious at the national dis-
grace; and the cure in vain preached patience,
sud impressed on his people that the forgive-
pess of injuries was the noblest of Christian
virtoes. 'There were mot a few turbulent
spirits who declared that if they could get the
chance, they would bave their revenge on
these “‘maudits Prussiens,” and kuook the
life out of seme of them, at least. These
threats gave great anxiely to the wiser and
more experienced inbabitants; for rnmors had
reached the village of the terrible reprisals
exacted by the Prussians, for every attempt
at delense on thepart of the peasantry.

At length one evening, when the antnmn
deys were growing dark and cold, an un-
usually large number of Prussian troops
marched past the village, and bivonacked
for the night within a qnarter of & mile from
Vaux Vilaine. They bad never been so near
before, and scarcely was their presence
known when a Prussian colonel, with a small
escort, rode baughtily up to the house of
Lepelletier, Martel's father, who acted as

wine for his wen, which counld only be
obeyed at the cost of impoverishing the
whole inhabitents of the village for some
month Ae.

Hemwoliaranees and entreaties were all in
vain, und every family sullealy yielded up of
their best, till the exorbitant demand was
estisfled, and then the Germans rode away,
fellowed by the curses of every man in the
place. There were spme, however, wha were
pot content with weledictions, sod muttered |
ominous thrests, which cansed Lapellotier, as
the chief personage in the place, to wake an
earpest harangue to the assembled people, in

which be implored thew not, by any rash act,

to bring down upon their unprotected village

the wrath of the whole vast host who lay en-
camped mo pear them, He conld see that
rome of the younger men listened to him with
ill-suppressed impationce; but he conld do no
more, and, calliog to his son, who was st#nd.
ing near with Jules and Evariste, he made
them all three enter his house with him, lest
they should be led away by any of the ill-
advised proposals whloﬂ were ciroulating
among the orowd.

Beveral of the principal inhabitants of
Vanx Vilaine, both men and women, followed
Lepelletier into his sitting-room, and re.
mained in sorrowful conversation for sowme
time over the disasters of their unhappy
country and their own present wrongs.
Among them were Vevette and Leonie, with
their parents; and their presence tended
greatly to reconcile Martel and Evariste to
the inaotion to which they were doomed, even
with the hated enemy lying so near to them.

Jules, meanwhile, who was naturally elo-
quent, was talking eagerly with Lepellatior
and sowe of the gray heads of the village on
the remedies which, in his inexperience and
self-confidence, he thought might rectify the
dreadful state of matfers in France,

Suddenly, a8 they were all thus engaged,
and the conversation was waxing more and
excited, there came a sound, clear and ring-
ing, though distant, which ecaused the voics
of the speakers to cease as suddenly as if a
thunderbolt had fallen among them. It was
& shot coming from the direction in which the
Prussians lay, and followed in quick snoces-
siomby one or two more, asif from the dis-
charge of a revolver. There was consterna-
tion on every face as the sound died away,
and for a few minutes no one spoke; and then
one of the women bazarded, in a trembling
voice, the remark that perhaps one of the
maudits Prussiens had killed some of their
people; and while the other women eried
out in horror at the ides, Lepelletier shook
bis head and answered gloomily: —

“If only it be nothing worse than what
you fear. But I doubt there is that in the
tound we have heard which may cause our
whole village to be burned over our heads.
Stop!” he exclaimed, as Jules and one or two
others sprang to the door with the intention
of ascertaining what had happened —*‘Stay
where yon are, one and all, I charge you.
Let not a man from Vaux Vilaine be seen
vear the spot where that shot was firad, if
you would have any one of us left alive by
this time to-morrow!"

Buppressed shrieks from the women fol-
lowed these words as the young men drew
back from the door. Vevette threw herself
into Martel's arms, and Leonie lifted np her
blue eyes, swimming in tears, to Evariste,
and became suddenly awed and tranquillized
by the peouliar expression of his face. His
soft hazel eyes, wide open, appeared to be
looking far away into scenes unperceived by
others, and bis lips were parted with a calm,
aweet smile, which seemed full of hidden
meaning., All agitation, she felt, was mis-
placed in the presence of such a look as Eva.
riste wore, yet Leonie trembled with some
dark, mysterious foreboding, even as she
gazed, and wished with all her heart that he
would look less beautiful and noble, and more
like the joyous, light-hearted flance with
whom ehe boped to pass all the years of her
earthly life.

For an hour or so the persons assembled at
Farmer Lepelletier's remained talking to-
gether, the women in tears, the men sullea
and disquieted; and then in groups of two

or three they crept away silently to their
homes,

Before day broke over Vanx Vilaine mnext
merning it was known throughout the village
—none could have told how—that the Pras-
sian Colonel had been shot dead by an unseen
foe a8 he rode round the outposts the evening
before, end it was whispered cantiously that
two of the hottest spirits among the young
men of Vaux Vilaine were missing from their
bomes.

From the moment that this was known,
but ene thought filled the anxious minds of

every inhabitant of that once happy village |

—what vengeance in blood or fire would the
Prussians require for this 1ll-advised and
cruel deed ¥ They were not long left in sus-
pense,

A beautiful sunrise it was which brought
the light of day to Vaux Vilaine on that fair
anfumn morning, The heavy dews which
bad fallen the night before glistened like scat-
tered gems in the early sunshine, and the air
was sweet with the breath of flowers, yielding
up their perfume to the soft, warm breeze.
The blening sheep and cattle, lowing in the
fields, seemed to call the people to their usual
peaceful occupations, and the little church
bell, with its silvery tone, gave notice that
the enre meant to celebrate an early mass on

he announced the tribute of blood whioh the
clemency, as he expressed it, of his superiors
woluld alone exact for the murder of the colo-
nel,

They would not burn down the villa

a4
would bave been but just, nor would they imt
the inhabitants to the sword, richly as they

deserved it, but they would be satisfied with
the lives of three men out of those now as-
sembled in the church, who must be exeouted
instantly, before the troops resumed their
conquering march throngh France—not an
hour’s delay could be accorded. The officer
added that the choice of the victima might be
made by lot, among themselves, but it must
be done then and there, without 1oss of time.
Ahi! he concluded, he held up bis watch befors
them,

‘In ten minutes,” he said, ‘‘your choioe
must be made; if you delay longer than that,
I choose for myself, and I ahall take the first
three on whom I happen to lay my hands, and
have them shot at once. "

It was but too plain there was no appeal,
and that it would be only wasting the precions
moments to attempt it. Lepelletier, with some
of the older men, began in silence, and with
trembling hands, to prepare the lots with the
three fatsl numbers, which would be drawn
by the meén on whom the deom of death
should fall,

But, snddenly, there was a movement in
the crowd, and & young man came forward
with a light, active step, and, laying his
hand on Lepelletier's arm, to prevent him
continuning his dreadfnl task, he made a sign
that be wished to speak. There was silence
over the whole chureh in an instant, and all
eyes wers turned on Evariste Rossel, Fa-
miliar as his features were to most of them,
they looked on him now as though they had
never seen him before, so completely was his
thoughtful face transfignred by the pure he-
roic resolution that shome in his suft eyes
and thrilled in his olear young voice, as he
spoke, with the utmost simplicity, words
death-laden to himself,

*“Mes amis,” be said, and every individual
in the sad aseembly heard him distinctly, *‘if
we cast lots for the vietims of the enmewmy, it
may be that the doom will fall on fathers of
fawilies who would leave widows and orphans
to mourn them not only in sorrow, Lint in
poverty and destitution. It is not well, there-
tore, that such as they are shounld be taken
from the homes they support and protect,
while there are others who have not, as yet at
least, formed ties so close and binding. Of
these I am one—my mother has other sons—
my fiancee will find many a worthier man to
reek her love, and I offer myself freely to
die that the husbands and fathers may be
spared, I am sure that there are others, sitn-
ated as I am, who will no less willingly give
their lives Lo make up the number.”

Lvariste carefully avoided looking at Jules
and Martel as he spoke, for he would not
geem to summon them, but they needed no
otber call save his bright example. Iustantly
they started forward and ranged themselves
at his side.

“We, too, give ourselves freely to the
death,” they exclaimed; ‘‘the number is com-

lete,”

P Lepelletier bad been on the point of re-
monstrating with Evariste, because he conld
not bear tbe thought of that young life
quenched in blood; but when he saw that
Martel, Lis own son, was among the offered
victimg, the words died on his lips, and he
turned his face to the wall, groaning in un-
speakable anguish. He felt, Bratus-like, he
could not ask that a father of a family should
die to spare his own unwedded son. No time
was given him, howsver, to atiuggle with his
beart. The Prussian officer held up his
walch, exclaiming that the ten minntes were
expired—bhe must have three men instantly
for execution,

*We ure here, we are ready!"” said the
three friends, coming forward with firm step
and dauntless look.

**Opne moment only,” exolaimed Evariste,
and taking his two companions by the hand,
he drew them down on their knees before the
cure, saying, “‘Father, absolve us; bless us in
Lhis supreme moment!”

The good msn, eppalled and bewildered,
turned towards them his eyes streaming with
tears. He seemed too much overwhelmed to
know almost what he was doing; but, upheld
by the habit of priestly functions, he mur-
mured the form of absolution, made the sign
of the cross, and blessed them in the three-

bebalf of their dear pairie, so sadly in nesd ‘

of aid from heaven. All things were as they
had been wany and many a morning bufore,

when the people of Vaux Vilaine rose to carry l

on the gentle, peaceful life which made so

sweet an existence for them, and nature still

was doing her part in beanty and beneficence,

The skies failed not to shed on all their |
brightest smile, but there were human pas. |
sions at war upon earth; and truly the records
of this tremwendouns struggle might well lead
one to believe, that if all the demons of hell
bad been let loose they could hardly have
weade more terrible havoe in God's fair world,

While yet the peaceful church bell rung,
ond the sunbeams streaming throngh the
lattice windows of the cottage woke the chil.
dren in their eradles, there was heard coming,
ever nearer and nearer, the heavy tramp of a
large body of wounted Ublans, galloping
down npon the village. In a moment more
they were swarming, a flerce and merciless
crowd, in the main street, and in every lane
and alley in the place. A certain number
were told off, who dismounted, and, entering
into all the bonses, from end to end of the
village, they dregged out every iuan they
conld find, and drove them in a wass 1nto thes
church, where a'very differentscens wasto
be enacted from the quist holy service (he
geod cure bad intended to hold,

The women, who would bave followsd their
husbsnds and brothers, were driven bLuck
with blows and curses by the Ublans, aud the
cburch doors were shut npon ths whole wals
inbubitauts of the village, What wounld be
done to them there? The poor
sbrieked snd wopt, as thoy asked themsslves
that question,

Leonie and Vevette, united by the angaish
of their common suspense and terror, crept,
band in band, nearer to the church than any
of the others dared to go, and hid them-
selves behind the very tree beneath whose
byanches the three young men had keld their
converealion on that bright, peaceful even-
ing, before even the shadow of war had cast
its gloom on the earth, and when they were
looking forward so gayly to the fulfllment of
their various plans of happiness.

Meanwhbile, a strange scene was takin I
place in the church. The cure, already mb,ﬁ
tor mass, was thrust rudely aside by the
Ublans, and koelt down in & coruer, prayi
fervently, while the commanding o&wﬂ
the tioop of avengers went and stood on the
steps of the altar, There, in & loud ringing
voice which was heard over the whole church,

wWowen |

‘tigners; but their terrible march bad & mo-
| mentary interruption, BSuddenly, from be-

fold name of Him before whom they were
about to appear. i

They tbanked him, adding, ‘‘Adien, mon
pere,” and rose from their knees, Instantly
the Uhlans surrounded them, bound their
hends, and hurried them to the door. One
mowent those gathered in the church saw
their shadows darken the threshold as they
passed out into the dazzling sunshine, and
the next instant they were gone, to be seen
of men no more forever, Then, with a
simultaneous impnlse, the whole assembly
fell upon their knees, and as the cure, turn-
ing to the altar, intoned the *‘De Profundis,”
the wailing voices joined in the funereal
chant with one deep, heart-wrung cry that
rose in mournful appeal to the listening
beaven.

Meanwhile, across the sunlit church-yard
the doomed men were hurried by their exeon-

nesth the spreading branches of the tree
which the victims knew so well, the graceful
figure of a young girl bounded forth, as if
ber feet were winged; and Leonie, flinging
berself on ithe breast of her flunce, exclaimed,
in a tone of horror, **Evariste, gue, va-t-on
Jaire de toni?"

“Adieu, mon ange!" was his only answer;
but the instinet of bher woman's heart told
her all the dreadful truth. She flung up her
bands with a bitter ery, and, as his bound
arms conld not hold her, she sunk at his feet
as if sbe had herself already sustained the
deatb-Llow he was about to meet., Vevetts,
who had followed her, was clinging to Martel,
uttering shriek on shriek.

“Remove these women,” exclaimed the
commanding officer, with angry impatience,
and the soldiers instantly tore Vevette from
Martel's arms, while ethers lifted up the
seneeless form of Leonie, and both wera
rougbly flung aside wpon the church-yard
grass, and the captives hurried on without
spother mowment’s delay. Then indeed did
the bitterness of death psss into the hearts
of Martel and Evariste, while Jules, turning
to them with a pathetie smile, said softly: —

“l may well be thankful that I have no
flancee!"

Yes, truly, that hour had come to them, as
come it will to all of us, when those are hap-
piest who have fewest earthly blessings, and
whose best tremsures are garpered in that
reslms where sll that has been brave and

with their eyes bandaged, facing the sun they
were never to pee in !

A few minutes more, and throngh the wail
of the De Profundis, rising and falling amid
the sobs of mwen grown weak as women in
their angunish of pity, there went the sharp
ringing report of the volley whioh told that
the sacrifice was consummated, and that if
the brief earthly life of the noble young men
was over, on the roll of the glorious army of
martyra their names would live foraver more,

The story we have told is no fietion. Itis
but afew weeks sinoe the village of Vanx
Vilaine witnessed the execution of the three
friends, who, lest the lot should fall on the
fathers of families, volunteered to matisf
the blood-claim of the Prussians for the dea
of their Colonel. We have given this little
record of their fate, not to harrow the feel-
ings of ounr readers by the mere recital of
A tragedy, but to afford them another in-
stance of that glorious springing of good out
of evil, which has bLeen the deathless conso-
lntion of the hnman race since the first man
woke to the mystery of suffering.

Amid the horror and anguish and achin
belpless compassion with which this dreadfa
war has ﬁllems world, such deeds rise up
full of sweetness and refreshment, like the
frogrance of flowers which only give forth
their richest perfume when they have been

crushed and beaten down wunder the foot of
the destreyer.—Z'empls Bar.

LUMBER
1 000 OO" FEET HEMLOCK JOIST
9 b

AND BCANTLING.
4LL LENGTHS,, ALL SIZES,

FEET 6-4 aund 4-1 SOUTH-
500,000
ERN PINE FLOORING (Dry).
Our own working, Assorted and unassorted,
. FEET 4-4 VIRGINIA SAP
250,000
FLOORING (Dry.)
Our own working, Assorted and unassorted.
FEET 4+, 3«1, 5.8 and 1=4
250,000 y B4,

INCH SAP BOX BOARDS,
Together with a large and well-selected stock of
thoroughly seasoned Bullding Lumbver of all desorip
tlong, suitable for the ersction of large factories,
stores, dwelllngs, ete,
Wwe are now running a

Steam Saw and Planing Mill,

And are fully prepared to furnish Bullders and
others with

[Mill Work of all Descriptions,

WINDOW FRAMES, BASH, SHUTTERS, DOORS,
BRACKRTS, Ete,

SUPERIOR WOOD MOULDINGS A SPECIALTY,
EROWN & WOELPPER,
No, 527 RICHMOND STREET,

in connection with the above

50 tuthslm PHILADELPHIA,
B .
1871 PRRUCE JOIST: 1871
HEMLOUK,
HEMLOCK,

SBASONED CLEAR PINE,
BEASONED OLEAR PINK,

1871 & 1871
CHOICE PATTELN PINE.

BPANISH CED FOR PATTERNS,
RED

BD CEDAR.
1871 1871

FLORIDA FLOORING,
FLORIDA ?LUOIHNG‘.L

WALNUT FLOORING.
FLORIDA STEP BOARDS.
RAIL PLANK.
1871 WALNGT Boarns anbILANE 1871
WALNUT BOARDS,

WALNUT FPLANK,

UNDERTAEKERB' LUMBER. 87
UNDERTAKERS' LUMBER. l ]
RED CEDAR.
WALNUT AND PINRE,

1871 BB JIuuE 1871
WHITE iu !}'I%% AND BOARDS,

1871  GiGix 8ok Makike 1871
BPANISH CEDAR BOX BOARDS,
FOR SALE LOW,

UVAROLINA BCANTLING, 1871
CAROLINA H. T, SILLS.
NORWAY SCUANTLING.

CEDAR SHINGLES, 187
CYPRESS SHINGLES. 1
MA BROTHER & 0O,

___No, %500 SOUTH Street,
PLANR, ALL THICENBSSES.
UOMMON PL%NI ALL THICKNESSES,
1 COMMUN BOARDS,

1and 8 BIDE FENUE BOARDS,

WHITE PINE FLOORING BOARBS,

YELLOW AND SAP PINE FLOORINGS, 1 ané
43 BPRUCE JOIST, ALL SIZES, 1N
HEMLOOK JOIST, ALL SIZES,
PLASTERING LATH A SPECIALTY,
Together with & general assortment of Bullding
Lamber for pale low for cash. T. W, BMALTS,
11808m No, 17156 RIDGE Avenne, north of Poplar 8y

l}l?ll..l)lsltl. TAKE NOTICE,
The largest and best stock of
WOoOoOoD MOULDINGS

IN THE STATE,
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES,
' Can be found at thel
U. B. BUILDERS' MILL,

Nos. 29, 24, 96, 28 South FIFTERNTH Street
Also, Scroil, Hiacket, and Tarning Work fur.
nished to order at very short notice,
Call and see stock and prices,

1871

1871
1871

427T1m

PLUMBING, CAS FITTING, ETO.

PANCOAST & MAULE,
THIRD and PEAR Streets,
Plain and Galvanized

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes
For Gas, Steam and Water.
FITTINRGS, BRASS WORK, TOOLS,
BOILER TUBES,

STUNMNHENTING

Pipe of all Sizes Cut and Fitted to Order

CARD,

Having sold HENRY B. PANCOAST and FRAN-
IS L 'ﬁ‘uu (gentiemen ln our empioy for seve-
ral years ) the Stock, Goodwill and Pixtores of
our alL BSTABLISHMENT, located at the
corner of THIRD apd PEAR Streets, in this olty

ranch of car busf ther with that
;in;‘lllj'l!a’ and VENTILA'T hl.a';l.!nuu sud PRI-

sweet and good, like the self-devotion of
those three young men, will have a place |
throughout the eternal sges, among the im.-
perishable things of God.

There was an mﬂdd just below the
church-yard wall, w had been the favorite
playground of Evariste

all

bee

VATE BUILDINGS, both by STEAM and HOT
WA in al! Its various sysiems, will be oarried
op under the frm pame of PANCOAST & MAULRE

the old stand, and we recommend theém 1o the

| #‘dem business public as belog entirely compe.

perform all work of that elisraoter
S0 MORKIS, TASKER & 0O,
_ Phiiadelphls, Jan. 98,2670, 0 C

-

ARBURTON'S IMPROVED VENTILATE
A g e
Blreet, Bext door 10 the Post Oflice,

AUCTION BALES,

THOMAS & SONS, AUOTION + NO& |
120 and 141 8, FOURTH Stroes. -

8 W ”"%«""nh'.‘.‘&a""’“‘é.f".' ta,

. corner On'es §
BUILDING, MACHINERY ‘ﬂ!D nrﬂ-’ﬁm or
A DISTILLERY,

On Monday Morning,
May 99, at 10 o'clook, by catalogué, the valuable
Maohinery and Fixtores,
Previous to the sale of the valnable machinery,

will be Bold the three-tory brick buliding. Lot
feet front and 08 foet 10 tﬁhea deep, b5 e

SALE OF REAL ESTATE AND STOCKS,

On Tuesday,
May 30, at 12 o'clock, nonn,?r. the Exchange:—
TWENTIETH 8nd Ancu STRERtS, S, B, corner—
Elegant double Resldence,
Towxenir LINe and New Sriegr, Chesnut Hill—
Pointed-stone Resldence, with 13 acres ground.
i CHESNUT STREET, No., 1924 — Handsome Resl-
ence,
Dook and Goup STREETS, 8, E corner—Brick
Buollding,
Docn%-n:n'r. No, 2¢8—Brick Bullding.
! FourTH STREET (South), No, 256—Modern Resi-
dence,
Sixsoxm STRERT, No. 1784—Brick Dwelling,
] Hace Bineer, No, 217—Frmame and Brick Build-
ngs.
GREEN STRRET, Rislng Sun—Frame Cottage,
GoopMaN BTEEET, Rising fun—4 Lots,
GOODMAR STREET, Rising Sun—2 Frame Cottages.
FourTn StrEer (North), Nos. 1880 and 18886
Brick and Frame Dwellings and » Lot
FoRTY-FIRET and WERSTMINBTER AVENUR, South-
west corner—Resldenco and Stable,
RxEp Breeer, No, 1407—Modern Dwelling.
LANCASTER AVENUR, above Forty-elghth strect—
Brick Coach Factory, Dwelllng, Shop, eto,
QUEEX STRERT, Germantown, No, 108—Stone Re-
Bldence,
BuxsET AVENUE, Chesnut Hill—4 Desirable Lota,
FRANELIN STREET, No. 281 —Genteel Dwelling,
BAIKURIDGE STREET, No, 1087~ Genteel Dwelling,
"Hu:n STRERT, No. 506—Duallding, Columbin Hose
ouse,
TooymreoN STREET, No. 1200—Modern Dwelling.
RicaMORD STRRET, No, 482 _Dwelling and Stable
RicnMoXDp BTREET, No, 418—Brick Dwelling,
ALLEN STREET, No. 432—Frame Dwelling.
BEACH STREET, No. 1365—Brick nwmun%
WARREN BTREET, Nos, 910 and 991- Two Brick
Dwelllngs.
SHAREW00D STRERT, No. 2220—-Gen teel Dwelling,
TWENTY-SECOND STREET (South), No, 806—Gentes]
Dwelling. -
TRIRTEENTH STREET, below Washington avenne—

oL,

PASSYUNK ROAD, No, 1888—Dwelling and Stable,
l{gasuu,n STHEET, south of Wash n avenue

L.

CHORISTIAN FTRERT, No, 1888—Brick Dwelling,
BEVENTEENTH and REED, N. E, corner—Store and
Dwelling.

BEVENTEEXTH STREET (South), Nos. 1803 and 1305
—Two Dwellings,

ELLEWORTI STRERT, No. 218]—Brick Dwelling.

SECOND STREET (South), No. 1822—Brick Dwelilng,

GHOUND RENTS—6, each §30 4 year,

MORTOAGES—2 §8000 und 2 $1600 each.

CUBA BTRERT, No, 1744—Brick Dweiling.

40 shares Weet Laurel Hill Cemetery

§2000 Huntingdon and Broad Top Consolldated,

$450 sorlp Huntingdon and Brona Top Conv.

§000 Belvidere Delaware Hallroad 6 per cent.

200 ghares Delaware Mutual Insurance Co.

$220 gorip Delaware Mutual Insurance, 1568,

§055 scrip Delaware Mutual Insurgnce, 1569,

b0 shares Reliance Insurance Co,

27 shares Merchaots' Hotel Co.

8 shares Oontinental Hotel Co,

25 shares Commercial Natlonal Bank,

16 shares Washington Manufact'g Co., Gloucester,

1 share Philadelphia Library Co.

S0 ahiares Pacific Mutaal Ins, Co., Trenton,

300 shares Kenkald Ol Co,

¢ shares Natatorlum Institnte,

Pew No. 110 8lxth Presbyterian Chureh.

624 shares Vinton Furnace and Coal Co, of Ohlo,

1 share Point Breeze Fark Agsoclation,

Stalls Nos, 14 and 40 Point Breeze Park Ass'n,

200 shares Empire Transportation Co,

1share Academy of Fine Arts.

20 shares Third National Bank,

B shares West Philadelphia Bank,

100 shares Penusylvania Ratroad Co,

2n shares National Bank of the Republie,

7000 ghares New Creek Coal Co,

100 ehs, American B, H, Sewing Machine. 5263t

60 shares Philadelphia Trust and Safe Deposit Co.

Lot 847 Monument Cemetoery,

1000 ghares MeClintockville Petrolenm Co,

1880 shares Karthaus Cosl and Lumber Co,

60 shares Girard Natlonal Bank.

40 ghares Western National Bank.

Catalogues now ready.

Sale No, 670 N, Tenth, Estate of Mrs. Tacey R.
Pancoast, deceased,
NEAT FURNITURE, CARPETS, ETQ.
On Tuesday .!\l’turumm.
May 30, at 2 o'clook, by catalogue, the neat far-
niture, etc, OET e
ENRY W. & B. SOOTT, JR. AUCTIONEERS,
No. 1180 CHESNUT Street (Girard Row),
HOMAS BIRCH & SON, AUUTIONEERS AND
UONMMISSION MERCHANTS, No, 1110 Ohes.
NUT Street; rear entrance No. 1107 Sansom street,

CARD.—We call particular attentfon to the large
stock of pew and second-hand Household Furni-
ture and Carpeta. Also, 3T glit and walnut-framed
mantel, pier, and chamber Glasses to be sold on
Friday next, at our store, No. 1110 Chesnut st, 527 2

UNTING, DURBOROW & C0O,, AUCTIONEERS
Nos, 233 and 284 MAWREET street, corner of
Bank street, Buccessors to John E. Myers & Co,

LARGE BALE OF FRENCH AND OTHER
EUROFPEAN DRY GOODS.
On Monday Morniog.
May 99, at 10 o'clock, on four montns' credit. 598 5%

BALE OF 2000 CASES BOOTS, SHOES, TRAVEL-
LING BAGS, HATS, ETC.
Un Tuesday Mornlng,
May 80, at 10 o'cik, on four months’ credit, (524 5t

LARGE SALE OF BRITISH, FRENCH, (FERMAN,
AND DOMESTIC DRY GOODS,
On Thursday Morning,
June 1, at 10 o'clock, on four months credit, 598 5

BALE OF CARPETINGS, OIL CLOTHS, 500 ROLLS
l:{W"ulqil'l'l:.' AND HED CHECK CANTON MAT.

8 On Friday Morning,
11 o'clock, om

June 3,

credit. L e =it -0
B:r BARRITT & (0., AUOTIONEERS
CASH AUCTION HOUSE
No, 230 MARKET BStreet, corner of street.
htj;mh advanced on couslgnments without extra

C Ee.

LARGE SBALE DRY GOGDS, HOSIERY, READY.
MADE CLOTHING, Table and Pocket Cutlery
Balmoral bkirts, Etc,

On Tuesday Morning,
i 80, at 10 o'clock. ]
%) 10 0 SFRAW Goops,
Also, 100 cases wen's and boys', lndies and m!sses
straw hats; also, 160 cartons fine artificlal Nowe-
ers, 88T

SALE 1000 CASES BOOT», SHOES, AND BRO.
GANe, MEN'® AND BOYS'HATS, CAPS, ET(Q,
On Wednesday Morning,

May 51, at 10 o'clock, on four months' credit, 5978t

IPPINCOTT, BON & ©O., AUCTIONEERS,
Nos. #31 MARKET and 210 CHURCH Street,

TUNCERT Hall, AUCTION ROOMS, No. 15189
() CHESNUT Street,

T. A. MocOLELLAND, AUCTIONEER
Personal attention given 10 sales of honsehold fug
niture st dwel
Public anlea furniture at the Auction Rooms,
No. 1819 Clesnut strest, every Monday and Thorm

or alard see “‘Pablic or,"
N. B.—A superlor ciass of farniture at private aale
ENRY MOLTEN. AUCTIONEER
BY HENRY MOLTEN & 00,
Salesroom, Nos, 21 and 25 MEROER Street,
New York,

REGULAR TRADE SALE

or
LADY ’LEI;'[I])F‘()?::%D W SEADY M ADE FURS,
STIRAW, ¥aLT, whD VELY BT GOODS,
Every THURSDAY doring the season,

Cash advabees made On eonsignments withon
sdditions charges. e

( UARTERMASTFR'S OFFICE, UNITED
2 STATES ARMY,
PaiLapgLraia, Pa., May 26, 1871,
SEALED PROPUSALS I iriplicate will be re.
celved at shis oftfice until 18 o'clock M. on MON-
DAY, Juue 86, 1871, for bullting n brick or stone
wall, with obe double spd one sivgie lron at
the following named NATIONAL CEMETER]
Harrison, near Rich.

fik. =
b eper C. B, Va., Fort
the exoavation for tha

, and Beverly, N, J.
e the grounds of each ceme
]
% specily the 1
linewr foot, #5410 bid will be ehtertaised m&:
not conforin ¥ .!z:;m& . oo
mrnl&"sd g! the undersigned,

at four months"

59T o

HENRY J. HO
seest  Major aud Quartermaster U, S,



